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The scaling up of PrEP continues being slow
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• Objective: assess uptake, acceptability and feasibility of
same day PrEP (TDF/FTC orally once a day) for MSM and
TGW in the context of HIV combination prevention.

• Design: multi-site prospective, open-label demonstration
study.

• Countries: Brazil (Fiocruz - Coordination), Peru and
Mexico.

• Population: 7500 MSM/TGW (Brazil: 3,000; Mexico:
3,000; Peru: 1,500).

• Sites: Public Health services and NGOs.

Brazil: 14 sites in 12 cities

Mexico: 5 sites in 4 cities

Peru: 10 sites in 6 cities

PrEParedness for the Rollout of Effective HIV
Prevention among Key Affected Populations in Brazil, 
Peru and Mexico
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IMPREP lessons 
• Same day PrEP initiation is feasible in LAC
• Retention is heterogenous, and lower among people: 

– Younger
– Living in Peru 
– Lower education
– No white race
– TGW

• STD are highly prevalent, and screening should be offered in all 
the PrEP programs

• Community engagement and participation in key



PrEP persistence



It is critical to provide more 
information to all 
participants, including those 
refusing PrEP, and those 
enrolled to prevent lost of 
FU. 

CONCLUSIONS: Long-acting injectable PrEP was preferred by MSM at high HIV risk in Latin America, while 
individuals with fewer sexual partners and unaware of PrEP preferred Event Driven-PrEP. Interventions to 
increase literacy about PrEP modalities in the region are necessary especially among young, lower income and 
less educated MSM.



Among 8566 PrEP users enrolled 
in the Brazil PrEP program during 
2018-2019, 786 (9%) had syphilis

-TGW (6 times more than cis)
-HSH (5 times more than HTX)
->10 partners (2 times more)
- Young adults and people 
reporting STD 

Isabela Ornelas Pereira, AIDS 2020







Other experiencies in LAC







In high-burden settings, deaths due to HIV, tuberculosis, 
and malaria over 5 years could increase by up to 10%, 
20%, and 36%, respectively, compared with if there was 
no COVID-19 pandemic



What HIV services is COVID affecting?
• Demand for diagnosis and prevention
• Availability of services for HIV testing, prevention and care
• The production and distribution of condoms
• The regular provision of ART
• The production and distribution of ART
• The scaling up plans
• The mother to child prevention programs
• The control of OI, in particular STD and TB





What we can do?
Service Short term Medium/Long term

Implement HIV self test. If not:
Use adequate PPE 
Prioritize testing for high risk individuals
Simplify procedures and requirements

Boost HIV ST campaign, with focus to those starting 
PrEP, key populations, its partners and peers
Plan for a catch-up strategy

Expand home based diagnosis
Implement telemedicine, syndromic treatment 
and expedite partner therapy

Resume clinic-based treatment
Resume sentinel STD clinics
Catch-up strategy for key population, its partners 
and peers

Continue distributing condoms
Increase distribution through CBO
Encourage secondary distribution
Implement multi month dispensation

Re-organize distribution channels
Implement free provision at public and private 
pharmacies

Adapt models of care to include telemedicine, 
including counseling, assessment, and prescription 
Offer Event Drive option
Implement multi month dispensation

Re-organize programs to take advantage of 
telehealth, including HIV self testing, STD home base 
diagnosis, and teleconsultations
Catch-up for key population, its partners and peers





Effect of different ARVs on COVID-19 death 
among cases with HIV on ART 

abacavir or zidovudine

TDF

efavirenz

lopinavir

atazanavir

dolutegravir
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Adjusted Hazard Ratio for COVID-19 death

Cohort study following 3,460,932 
public sector patients (16% HIV 
positive), 22,308 were diagnosed with 
COVID-19, of whom 625 died.
HIV treatment: until January 2020:
• First-line: TDF + XTC + EFV  unless 

renal failure
• Second-line: ZDV + XTC + LPV or ATV
• DTG introduced from January 2020

0.42 (0.22; 0.78)

Potential effect of TDF in the reduction of death. 
Mary-Ann Davies, 10.1101/2020.07.02.20145185

https://dx.doi.org/10.1101/2020.07.02.20145185




In conclusion
• PrEP implementation has been slow in LAC, and lead mainly by 

Brazil and IMPREP project
• More information and availability of LA regimens can benefit the 

target population
• COVID has severely affected PrEP plans in the LAC region
• We must be innovative in order to accelerate catch-up 

interventions as soon as the pandemic fade in order to reach our 
targets and eliminate HIV as a public health threat



Gracias!!! 
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