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1. Access to medicines
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Access to medicines is a multidimensional challenge

Availability

Affordability

Acceptability

Quality

Adaptability
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When can generic competition drive prices down?

Case 1.
If a product has not 
been patented in a 

given country

Case 2. 
If patents on a product 
have expired (or been 
withdrawn or revoked)

Case 3. 
If licences have been 
granted that enable 

generics entry

Example:
Some HIV medicines (e.g., 
raltegravir) not patented in 

many African countries

Example: 
Patents on older medicines 

on the WHO EML have 
expired (e.g., lamivudine)

Example: 
Public health voluntary 

MPP licences for patented 
WHO-recommended HIV and 

HCV medicines
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2. Public-health licensing
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Public-health licensing through MPP (short video)

The Medicines Patent 
Pool is the first and 
only medicine patent 
pool with a public 
health mandate, 
established by Unitaid 
in 2010 and operating 
as a non-profit 
voluntary, public 
health licensing 
mechanism in 
partnership with 
originators and 
generics to facilitate 
access and promote 
innovation in LMICs
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Public-health licensing – The MPP model

GENERIC
MANUFACTURERS

MPP negotiates public-health 
driven licences with patent holders

PATENT 
HOLDERS

PEOPLE LIVING 
IN LOW- AND 

MIDDLE-INCOME 
COUNTRIES

MPP sublicenses drugs 
to generic companies. Licensing 

terms encourage the sale of affordable 
generic versions in developing 
countries and the development 

of combinations needed in 
resource-limited 

settings

Royalties where 
appropriate
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Public-health licences – What they look like

WIDE 

GEOGRAPHICAL 

SCOPE 
Over 130 countries have 

been able to benefit

WAIVERS 
for data exclusivity 

NON-EXCLUSIVE 
Licences are non-

exclusive to promote 

competition

COMPLEMENTARY
to other mechanisms and 

tools to facilitate access 

to treatments

LICENCE 

MANAGEMENT 
to monitor compliance 

with all terms and 

conditions 

TRANSPARENT
Licences are published on 

MPP’s website

QUALITY 
ASSURANCE

Strict quality assurance 
policies

TECHNOLOGY 

TRANSFER 
Can be included to 

accelerate development 

of generic versions
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Managing licences for access
Licence 
management 
helps build 
stronger 
competition 
faster

Supporting 
development of API, 
formulations, 
technology transfer, 
data packages

Supporting 
investment 
prioritisation and API 
make or buy decisions 
by licensees

Tracking issues with 
quality when raised by 
partners

Selecting 
manufacturers 
through an Expression 
of Interest process

Ensuring compliance
of all licensing terms
(e.g., packaging
and trade dress, 
potential royalties)

Monitoring, supporting 
and reporting on
regulatory filings

Undertaking 
quarterly 
review 
meetings and 
monitoring 
sales reports

GOVERNMENTS, 
TREATMENT 
PROVIDERS

Ability to stretch 
budgets to treat 
more people 
with WHO-
recommended 
medicines

COMMUNITIES

Greater access 
to quality, 
appropriate, 
affordable and 
life-saving 
treatments
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Building a public-health licence pool

3 hepatitis C 

direct-acting 

antivirals licensed

1 tuberculosis 

treatment licensed

13 HIV 

antiretrovirals and

1 HIV technology 

platform licensed

Ongoing 

pharmaceutical 

development 

projects to produce 

affordable 

medicines for LMICs

HIV Hepatitis C Tuberculosis +150

https://annual-report-2019.medicinespatentpool.org

https://annual-report-2019.medicinespatentpool.org/
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Building a pharmaceutical manufacturer network

105 SUBLICENCES WITH 22 MANUFACTURERS – 146 ACTIVE PROJECTS

lopinavir, ritonavir 
(LPV/r)

lopinavir, ritonavir 
(LPV/r) paed

glecaprevir, 
pibrentasvir (G/P)

atazanavir (ATV)

daclatasvir (DAC)

bictegravir (BIC)

cobicistat (COBI)

elvitegravir

emtricitabine (FTC)

tenofovir alafenamide 
(TAF)

tenofovir disoproxil 
fumarate (TDF)

raltegravir (RAL) paed

abacavir – paed (ABC)

dolutegravir – adult 
(DTG)

dolutegravir – paed

sutezolid

TOTAL 9 8 8 6 1 2 5 8 8 7 2 6 8 7 1 4 5 3 2 3 1 1

8

2

1

6

7

9

7

5

11

12

3

2

1

17

14

1

*
*

Ongoing 

pharmaceutical 

development 

projects to produce 

affordable 

medicines for LMICs

+150
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3. Licences in action
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JUNE

Six quality-

assured 

generic 

manufacturer

s are ready 

to supply 

TLD to 

people living 

with HIV in 

LMICs

2013

APRIL

MPP signs a 

licence with 

ViiV

Healthcare 

which covers 

countries 

home to 94% 

of people 

living with HIV 

in LMICs

JUNE

WHO 

guidelines 

recommend 

DTG in first 

line treatment

SEPTEMBER

Multiple 

partners 

announce an 

annual price of 

USD 75 – an 

83% price 

reduction from 

originator

AUGUST

1st MPP 

licensee 

receives 

USFDA 

approval for 

fixed dose 

combination 

TLD

DECEMBER

Four MPP 

licensees are 

already 

developing 

products 

containing 

DTG

AUGUST

USFDA

approves

DTG for HIV 

treatment

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

OCTOBER

Algeria gains 

inclusion to the 

DTG adult licence

MARCH

DTG 50mg is 

commercialis

ed in 61 

countries and 

TLD in 37 

countries. In 

all, seven 

MPP 

manufacturin

g partners 

are ready to 

supply DTG 

and its 

combinations

JUNE

ViiVs DTG 10mg 

dispersible for 

paediatric use is 

FDA approved. 

Two generics are 

awaiting SRA, 2 

more are in 

development

DTG 50mg is 

available at $5.30 

a pack in certain 

countries 
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Case study 1: Access to generic DTG products

Just four years after FDA approval of new 
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Case study 1: Access to generic DTG products

Access to DTG and TLD DTG 50 mg supplies TLD supplies

Included in MPP and other relevant licences

Outside of licences where MPP sublicensees can supply

Product is filed (but not approved, nor supplied)

Product is approved (but not supplied)

Product is supplied

Algeria recently 
added to licence for 
DTG for adult use

https://medicinespatentpool.org/progress-achievements/access-to-medicines-tracker

Patent and 
licence data as 
of October 2020

Supply data as of 
June 2020

https://medicinespatentpool.org/progress-achievements/access-to-medicines-tracker
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Case study 1: Access to generic DTG products

Scale up of DTG 50 mg 
and TLD 300/300/50 
mg is accelerating

https://medicinespatentpool.org/progress-achievements/access-to-medicines-tracker

Supply data as of June 2020

https://medicinespatentpool.org/progress-achievements/access-to-medicines-tracker
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Case study 1: Access to generic DTG products

All top 14 volume 
countries scaling up of 
DTG 50 mg and TLD 
300/300/50 mg are in 
the African region

https://medicinespatentpool.org/progress-achievements/access-to-medicines-tracker

* SSA stands for non-identified sub-Saharan African 
countries supplied through procurement agents Supply data as of June 2020

https://medicinespatentpool.org/progress-achievements/access-to-medicines-tracker
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Case study 2: Access to generic LPV/r products

https://medicinespatentpool.org/progress-achievements/access-to-medicines-tracker

Access to LPV/r Adult LPV/r supplies Paediatric LPV/r supplies

(pellets)

Included in MPP and other relevant licences

Outside of licences where MPP sublicensees can supply

Product is filed (but not approved, nor supplied)

Product is approved (but not supplied)

Product is supplied

Recent commitment 
not to enforce LPV/r 
patents worldwide

Patent and 
licence data as 
of October 2020

Supply data as of 
June 2020

https://medicinespatentpool.org/progress-achievements/access-to-medicines-tracker
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Case study 3: Access to generic ATV/r products

Recent commitment 
not to enforce RTV 
patents worldwide

https://medicinespatentpool.org/progress-achievements/access-to-medicines-tracker

Access to ATV/r ATV/r supplies

Included in MPP and other relevant licences

Outside of licences where MPP sublicensees can supply

Product is filed (but not approved, nor supplied)

Product is approved (but not supplied)

Product is supplied

Patent and 
licence data as 
of October 2020

Supply data as of 
June 2020

https://medicinespatentpool.org/progress-achievements/access-to-medicines-tracker
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Case study 4: Access to generic DAC products

DAC/+SOF suppliesAccess to DAC and SOF DAC supplies

Included in MPP and other relevant licences

Outside of licences where MPP sublicensees can supply

Product is filed (but not approved, nor supplied)

Product is approved (but not supplied)

Product is supplied

Potential role for 
DAC and/or SOF in 
COVID-19

https://medicinespatentpool.org/progress-achievements/access-to-medicines-tracker

Patent and 
licence data as 
of October 2020

Supply data as of 
June 2020

https://medicinespatentpool.org/progress-achievements/access-to-medicines-tracker
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Case study 4: Access to generic DAC products

Uptake of DAC 
products remains 
limited in the 
African region

But opportunities 
to benefit from 
low, negotiated 
prices and procure 
from international 
agencies (Global 
Fund, IDA 
Foundation, UNDP, 
GPRO) exist…

https://medicinespatentpool.org/progress-achievements/access-to-medicines-tracker

Supply data as of June 2020

https://medicinespatentpool.org/progress-achievements/access-to-medicines-tracker
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Case study 5: Access to TB treatments

Licensing through the MPP of patented essential medicines for the treatment 
of tuberculosis (e.g. bedaquiline) would also be a welcome contribution to 
improving access.
Report from the 22nd WHO Expert Committee on the Selection and Use of Essential Medicines -
April 2019

• MPP has one licence for candidate TB medicine sutezolid (currently in phase 2 studies) 

• MPP has also prioritized MDR-TB medicine bedaquiline (BDQ) for in-licensing; this medicine 
is now WHO-recommended as the backbone for all-oral MDR-TB treatment, and access to 
quality, affordable generics could have major economic and public health impact

“To ensure equitable access to bedaquiline in LMICs and sufficient and stable 
manufacturing capacity, we call on J&J to issue non-exclusive voluntary 
licenses for bedaquiline via the MPP.”
TB CAB Access Considerations Statement Regarding Johnson & Johnson Announcement of 
Bedaquiline Price Reduction - July 2020
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Impact of public-health licensing

DOSES SUPPLIED BY MPP 
LICENSEES SINCE 2012*

72% 
AVERAGE DROP

IN FORMULATION PRICES 
AFTER MPP’S AGREEMENTS*

14.56
BILLION

PATIENT-YEARS 
OF TREATMENTS*

38.75
MILLION

1.66
BILLION USD

IN SAVINGS*

Enough to provide 
one year of the HIV 
treatment TLD to an 

additional 22.1 
million people living 

with HIV3

Equivalent to 
treating

3X
the population 
of Rwanda(1)

More than 

5,5X
the number of 

children vaccinated
globally since 2000(2)

* Impact of MPP agreements (HIV + HCV products) as of June 2020 (source: KPMG)
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4. Access to medicines tools
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Medicines patents and licences database – MedsPaL

Patent status 

data on more than

Covering 
approximately 

With 
information on

And data exclusivity 
information from

COUNTRIES

15
and other access 

agreements 
in LMICs

LICENCES

50

(approx. 
220 formulations)

PRIORITY 
MEDICINES

110

from over 130 LMICs

8500
NATIONAL PATENT 

APPLICATIONS

www.medspal.org

Widely endorsed by public health organisations: Most comprehensive open-access source of 
information on patent and licensing status of 
patented essential medicines in LMICs

Now also includes COVID-19 candidates 
medicines having reached phase 3 clinical trials

https://www.medspal.org

Collaborations in Africa 

African 
Regional 
Intellectual 
Property 
Organization 
(ARIPO)

Egyptian 
Patent Office 
(EGPO)

South Africa’s 
Companies 
and Intellectual 
Property 
Commission 
(CIPC)

https://www.medspal.org/
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MPP access to medicines tracker – Table

https://medicinespatentpool.org/progress-achievements/access-to-medicines-tracker

Information on 
progress and uptake 
of MPP-licensed 
generic products

Updated quarterly

https://medicinespatentpool.org/progress-achievements/access-to-medicines-tracker
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MPP access to medicines tracker – Map

Covers MPP-licensed 
HIV and HCV drugs

Is access possible?
• Patent and 

licensing status 

Is the drug getting 
into the country?
• Registration and 

supply status

Possibility to explore 
across geographies 
and over time

https://medicinespatentpool.org/progress-achievements/access-to-medicines-tracker

https://medicinespatentpool.org/progress-achievements/access-to-medicines-tracker
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5. Moving forward
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MPP mandate – Essential medicines and COVID-19

The MPP mandate now covers :
• HIV medicines
• HCV medicines
• TB medicines
• Medicines included in the WHO Model List of Essential Medicines 
• Medicines with strong potential for future inclusion in the WHO EML
• COVID-19 health technologies (with a focus on therapeutics)

https://medicinespatentpool.org/what-we-do/disease-areas

https://medicinespatentpool.org/what-we-do/disease-areas/
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The next frontier – Long-acting treatments

https://medicinespatentpool.org/what-we-do/long-acting-hub

Main Long-Acting 

Technologies

Injectable drug

Capsule

Implant

Patch

Vaginal ring Antibodies

Devices Parenteral

SC IM

Polymer microsphere

Aqueous particle suspension

In-situ forming gel

Oil depot

https://medicinespatentpool.org/what-we-do/long-acting-hub
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Addressing children’s needs

https://medicinespatentpool.org/what-we-do/addressing-childrens-needs

The Global Accelerator for Paediatric Formulations (GAP-f)

Accelerating priority paediatric drug formulation development and uptake 

Prioritize and Evaluate Deliver

Evaluation

Prioritization Procurement

Adoption
Rollout

& Uptake

Monitor

Develop

Business
Development

Regulatory
Affairs

Product
Development

MPP is a proud partner of the Global Accelerator for Paediatric Formulations 
WHO Network, with CHAI, EGPAF and PENTA-ID as co-founding members

MPP contributes to efficient coordination with innovator and generic 
pharmaceutical companies around prioritized paediatric drug formulations

MPP licences are royalty-free when it comes to paediatric use of licensed 
medicines

Through MPP 
licensees, countries 
throughout the 
African region will 
be able to access 
the new dispersible 
DTG and 4-in-1 
LPV/r paediatric 
drug formulations

https://medicinespatentpool.org/what-we-do/addressing-childrens-needs
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MPP can support you – Get in touch!

You can contact us to:

• Get information on access opportunities regarding MPP-licensed medicines in your country

• Inform us of your interest to start rolling out MPP-licensed medicines, or the need to increase 
generic competition, in your country

• Let us know of stock outs, quality or other issues for MPP-licensed medicines in your country

• Express your interest in accessing new products through potential future MPP licences 
(in particular for MPP-prioritized products and disease areas) 
https://medicinespatentpool.org/what-we-do/prioritising-medicines-for-licensing/) 

Your point of contact for engagement in the African region: 
Sébastien Morin – Policy and Advocacy Manager, MPP, smorin@mppf.ch

https://medicinespatentpool.org/what-we-do/prioritising-medicines-for-licensing/
mailto:smorin@mppf.ch


MPP’s HIV, TB and hepatitis C 

activities are funded by:

MPP’S expansion into patented essential medicines 

is undertaken with financial support from: 

Your point of contact for engagement in Africa: Sébastien Morin (smorin@mppf.ch)

https://unitaid.org/#en
https://unitaid.org/#en
mailto:smorin@mppf.ch

